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® College looks at plans 
to combine conference 
and arts centers 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 


Editor 
ll hope may not be lost for a new 
theater in the planned Fine Arts and 
Technology Center. 


Members of the creative arts depart- 
ment have presented a plan to the board of 
trustees which combines a conference cen- 
ter and theater in the new building. 

Faculty members Susan Sanders and 
Priscilla Bellairs proposed that the multi- 
purpose area could be structured to facili- 
tate training sessions, hi-tech business semi- 
nars, conferences, trade shows, luncheons 
and a theater within one configuration. 

They said the space could be constructed 
in a series of levels wide enough for several 
rows of chairs, tables or desks with enough 
room to set up for business functions or 
theater and dance performances. 

Rough sketches of the plans were dis- 
tributed to the group. 

To further support the proposed plan, 
Sanders referred to President David Hartleb’s 
eight priorities of the NECC action plan, 
which share a basic tenet of serving stu- 
dents in a variety of ways. 

“I showed how having a theater fulfilled 
not one, but all of them (priorities),” Sand- 
ers said. She said the arts teach discipline. 

“In theater and dance, there is knowl- 
edge of materials, and working with people,” 
she said. 

Sanders also suggested directing fund 
raising efforts at corporations which seem 
to be following a trend of supporting art 
centers. 

She referred to recent collaborations 
such as the Bank of Boston Pavillion (for- 
merly Harbor Lights), the Tweeter Center 
for the Performing Arts (formerly Great 
Woods) and the Wang Center for the Per- 
forming Arts, as examples of successful 
joint ventures. 

In her presentation Sanders included 
research of collaborations of businesses 
and the arts which convinced her of the 
need to reach out to the corporate world. 

“Businesses need what the arts teach,” 
Sanders said, quoting a Sloan School of 
Management official. “Both test the enve- 
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lope of human creativity, intellect, energy 
and promise.” 

She said throughout her research one 
statement from the business world fre- 
quently appeared: “Don’t send us people 
with just computer skills ... but (those) who 
can think outside the box.” 

Hartleb said he wants to be certain the 
proposed combination of a theater and 
conference center is practical and appeal- 
ing to the business community. 

“There was a theme that ran through 
(the presentation, meetings and plans). You 
could combine a conference center and 
theater,” Hartleb said. “This was creative 
and a different scenario from what we 
spoke about before it involved just a the- 
ater.” 

Creating a large conference center was 
an important part of the new center, he 
said, especially since the college increased 
use of its present conference rooms by 136 
percent. 

It would be helpful if he could actually 
see such a set up and ask the appropriate 
questions, he said. 

Hartleb said before making any deci- 
sions on the proposed plans, he would need 
input from architects and engineers on 
feasibility and cost. 

One of his concerns is to keep within the 
$2 million the college needs to raise as part 
of the state’s grant of $7.5 million. 

Also, he said the NECC Foundation Board 
members need to discuss their fund raising 
approach before preparing a case state- 
ment to prospective donors. 

“Before we launch a campaign, we are 
going to seriously survey the entire com- 
munity to find out what it is that various 
segments of the community have an inter- 
est in,” he said. 

Hartleb lamented fund raising efforts by 
Merrimack College for its new theater. He 
said the new building has been completed, 
but the college did not receive all the fund- 
ing it expected and is still “working like the 
dickens to raise the money.” 

Hartleb said every member of the board 
of trustees would like to accommodate the 
needs of a performing arts theater. 

“Most of them give to and participate in 
the arts. That includes me,” he said. “I don’t 
want to be the ogre here, but the problem 
is priorities.” 

Hartleb said a low-key survey of the 
community might be implemented this 
fall. 


For drummers 
the beat goes on 
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GATEWAY TO THE FUTURE: An artist’s rendering of the completed college 
entrance. The project has cost the college $130,000 so far. 


Putting on 


© College takes first 
steps in beautification 
project 


By CAMILLE DUCEY 
Editor 


alk may be cheap, but NECC is 

putting its money where its mouth 

is and coming through with the 
goods. 

The first of the proposed projects to 
renovate the front entrance of the cam- 
pus, now Officially known as “the gate- 
way,” is moving along. 

Two granite walls, each 30 feet wide, 
flank the entrance. The walls support a 
new NECC logo and replace the old plas- 
tic sign identifying the college. 

The new signs havea blue background 
with silver lettering. Reflector bulbs in- 
stalled at the base of the walls will light 
the signs at night. 

All the electric work has been com- 
pleted for 10 new black 15-foot high 
lampposts which will illuminate the pe- 
rimeter of the grassy traffic island. 


a new face 


“We're waiting for the rest of the 
poles to arrive,” said Mary Ellen Ashley, 
vice president of enrollment manage- 
ment and student services. “All 10 lamp- 
posts should be installed by Sept. 17.” 

Ashley said banners will hang from 
each lamppost with “some kind of wel- 
coming message that will change during 
special events and holidays.” 

Three new emergency call boxes have 
been installed in the student parking lot 
opposite Spurk Building. They are each 
equipped with blue blinking lights to 
signal security officers to the location of 
a caller and are hooked up to the main 
security office. 

Ashley said eventually there will be 
cameras installed to provide 24-hour 
surveillance at each of the call boxes. 

“We went all out for top-of-the-line 
stuff that could be hooked up to the 
central office,” Ashley said. 

The gateway is the brainchild of 
Ashley, who received a $130,000 grant 
last semester for the beginning of what 
she estimates will be a three-part project. 
So far the funds have paid for the electric 
wiring, construction of the two walls, 

See CAMPUS, Page 4 
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Moving forward 


®@ Gateway sets 
right tone for the 
college; now let’s 
work on a theater 


nother season has be 

gun at NECC and with it 

comes some positive 
change. 

The new granite gateway is 
the first step in the right direc- 
tion toward bringing NECC the 
recognition and respect in the 
community it deserves. It sends 
a positive message to the pub- 
lic that this a serious learning 
institution. 

With the addition of the new 
lampposts and welcoming ban- 
ners, it tells students and visi- 
tors the college values . their 
presence and is committed to 
making their stay memorable 
and worthwhile. 

When the entire project is 
completed with the additional 
granite walls and water pools, 
there is no doubt it will stand 
out as one of the best commu- 
nity colleges in the region. 

Of course, appearances are 
not everything. The college 
must continue to follow 
through with its commitment 
in providing the best services 
and curriculum to meet the 
needs and demands of the 2Ist 
century. 

NECC currently enjoys one 
of the finest nursing programs 
in the state. 

Its criminal justice program 
enjoys a solid reputation. 

Deaf and hard of hearing 
services are among the best 
and are evidenced by increased 
enrollment. 

The college’s technology is 
keeping pace with the ever- 
changing educational needs as 
students avail themselves of 
distance learning classrooms. 

So, too then, must the col- 
lege continue to move forward 


and to commit itself to the 
advancement of the arts. 

A new theater in the pro- 
posed Fine Arts/Technology 
Center speaks to the value of 
the creative arts as an integral 
part of a well-rounded educa- 
tion. 

We applaud the creative arts 
faculty for their perseverance 
and creativity in outlining a 
new plan that will hopefully 
assure its rightful place in the 
state of the arts Center. We are 
pleased the college has been 
open-minded to revisit theater 
discussions, and hope it will 
continue to seek out ways to 
make it a reality. 

If NECC is to truly make its 
mark in the higher education 
community, it cannot ignore 
the contributions, both intel- 
lectually and creatively, the arts 
promise. 

Research confirms the in- 
valuable skills the arts provide 
in our society as businesses 
continue to collaborate with 
arts programs nationwide. 

Therefore, we believe it is 
the responsibility of the col- 
lege to explore every possible 
avenue in bringing the NECC 
theater into the new Fine Arts/ 
Technology Center. 

Along with the new gate- 
way, a home for the perform- 
ing arts in the new Center will 
certainly be the crowning jewel 
that will reward the college 
with a renewed appreciation 
and respectability as it moves 
into the new millennium. 

A quote from John F. 
Kennedy seems to sum up the 
value of the arts: “I am certain 
that after the dust of centuries 
has passed over our cities, we 
too, will be remembered not 
for our victories and defeats in 
battles, but for our contribu- 
tion to the human spirit.” 
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Should a candidate’s private 


life influence your vote? 


Herald Lannon, drama 
“No, I don’t think it should. His- 
tory doesn’t matter to me. 


Karolay Herrera, business admin- 
istration 
“No, but a person makes a deci- 
sion on their own, freedom of 
choice.” 


Amyely Montero, academic read- 
ing 

“No, no reason at all. A person’s 
private life is their private life.” 


David Cousins photos 


Marci Ward, physical education 
“No, ifit is something that doesn’t 
affect their decision making.” 


Stuart Frank, business manage- 
ment 

“Tt should. Ifa person wants to put 
himself in a public position, he or 
she should be above reproach.” 


Rita Almanzar, liberal arts 
“It does. They are role models. It is 
not respectful to the public.” 
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Graduation speakers should Keep it brief 


@ Replace long 
speeches with 
meaningful ones 


here’s something I must get 
offmy chest before any more 
time diminishes its effect. 

The fall school semester has 
barely begun and recent gradua- 
tion exercises are a fading memory 
for most people. , 

I, on the other hand, still sizzle 
at the recollection ofmy daughter’s 
high school graduation ceremony 
at the Volpe Center at Merrimack 
College during 100-degree tem- 
peratures. 

This is a large building equipped 
with wooden bleachers to accom- 
modate huge crowds at sporting 
events. There is no air condition- 
ing, and just a few inefficient fans 
blow the hot air from one direc- 
tion to another. 

It isn’t just the memory of the 
oppressive heat that fires me up. 


Putting smoking in its place 


It’s the fact that each speaker who 
approached the podium acknowl- 
edged the unbearable conditions 
and then proceeded to drone on 
and on with their “message” to 
the graduates. 

Let me enlighten all high school 
and college commencement speak- 
ers. 

The only thing students are 
thinking about after the first 15 
minutes of your ‘profound’ speech 
is, “when are we getting out of 
here?” 

I can testify for the hundreds 
(maybe thousands) of families and 
friends who sat on hard bleachers 
for several hours dripping sweat, 
gasping for an iota of fresh, cool 
air, that their thoughts were pretty 
much the same. 

Why is it so important to have 
all these speakers in the first place? 
It seems to me that the principal, 
dean, president, or whoever heads 
the school should make some kind 
ofintroductory presentation. That 
should be followed by a member 
or two of the student body, and 
perhaps one keynote speaker who 
has something INSPIRING or 
MEMORABLE to say in 500 words 
or less. 

For those who have no concep- 
tion of time, perhaps a gong or a 
buzzer could ring (like in sporting 
events) when time is up. Or, maybe 
the old vaudeville hook could be 
used to remove those who just 


can’t tear them- 
selves away from 
that microphone. 

We, however, 
sat through the 
blistering heat 
while speakers in- 
troduced other 
speakers. 

Then the vale- 
dictorian, princi- 
pal and keynote 
speaker took their 
turns. The princi- 
pal, who said he 
would keep his ad- 
dress short, did 
just the opposite. 
He used this night 
to relate the life- 
time story ofa war 
veteran who never 
completed his edu- 
cation because of 
his call to duty. He 
then bestowed an 
honorary high school diploma 
upon the man. 

Don’t get me wrong. This was a 
well-deserved honor, but the en- 
tire presentation could have been 
made at the previous morning’s 
awards ceremony where the man 
would have had the opportunity 
to say a few words. 

Then the keynote speaker ‘re- 
galed’ us with what seemed like 
an hour of her life’s aspirations, 
expectations and frustrations. 


ver the summer I read several opin- 
O ion columns from college newspa- 

pers around the country. Smoking 
on campus is still a hot topic at most of 
them. 

Smokers may wonder why non-smokers 
continue to complain. 

Other than the obvious fact that it smells 
and makes it difficult to breathe, non-smok- 
ers have a number of medical studies to 
strengthen their argument. 

A smoker might argue that they are no 
longer allowed to smoke in public build- 
ings. 

The new problem is people smoking in 
front of these buildings. 

Smokers are now huddled in front of the 
doors of these buildings puffing their brains 
out. 

Non-smokers are now complaining they 
are forced to breathe in polluted air, be- 
cause they have to use these entrance ways 
just like everyone else. 

Here is a different way to look at tobacco 
products that you smoke. 

When a person smokes a cigarette, they 
inhale only 15 percent of it. Guess where 
the other 85 percent goes? Second hand 
smoke. 

Can you think of a product that gives 
you only 15 percent. Your stereo, car? How 
about your television? 

The big difference is that no one cares if 


you're only using part of your stereo. Your 
compact disc player doesn’t emit fumes, 
such as acetone, carbon monoxide, and 
dime-thylinitrosamine. 

The chemicals found in second hand 
smoke can lead to number of health prob- 
lems. Itis understandable why people would 
get upset over this. 

At NECC we have the same problem. It’s 
not too bad if you are on time for classes, 
but ifyou’re running tight on time, it can be 
a hassle. You have to avoid these smokers, 
cut though their smoke, and then bolt for 
class. 

Most of them don't even step out of your 
way. I do not want to breathe in, or smell 
like cigarette smoke because I have to get to 
class. 

The beginning of the fall semester is the 
worst, because there are many new stu- 
dents on campus. 

By the end of the month, it gets better. 
Some of these students drop out but you do 
need Barry Sanders-type skills to zigzag 
around these people. 

I could think of better ways to destroy 
my body. Sucking in second hand smoke is 
not one of those ways, however. 

The school should designate a spot for 
smokers. I am not saying put them out on 
Route 110, but away from the entrance 
ways. 
Then they can smoke until they cough 
up a lung. NECC should then enforce these 
smoking rules. 

It is a tough act trying to please every- 
one, and someone is bound to get angry 
with this policy, but it needs to be done. 

Smokers have rights, I am not for taking 
that privilege away. 


It is wrong for them to stand in front of 
the doorways and blocking someone’s way 
and polluting the air around them. 


I just don’t get it. Hundreds of 
graduates receive diplomas and 
special recognition as their names 
are announced. Families and 
friends attend these ceremonies 
to show their support and express 
their pride in these accomplish- 
ments. 

They are not interested in hear- 
ing speakers recall their life expe- 
riences from potty training to their 
passage into full productive adults. 

And certainly such verbiage is 


totally inappropriate under ex- 
treme weather conditions. 

There. I’ve said it. 

Now just one more thing be- 
fore I put ‘closure’ to this matter. 

Here’s my ‘profound’ message 
to prospective speakers: 

Get over yourself. Half of what 
you say will not be remembered, 
so give a brief, meaningful ad- 
dress and then sit down and let 
the graduates have their day. 

Amen. 
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Putnam Investments is the global 


money management firm that 
handles investments of more 
than 11 million shareholders 
and 600 institutional clients. 
At Putnam, we manage 
over $312 billion in assets, 
including mutual funds, 


retirement plans and pension 


oS funds. Once you’re familiar with our 


astounding numbers, you'll want to get 


acquainted with our opportunities. We have the 


following positions available for people who know where they want to 


be — the top — with Putnam Investments. 


Client Service Specialists 
Salary is $10 per hour. 


The Client Service Specialists responds to investment inquiries and provides _ 
valuable information on Putnam’s mutual funds to our brokers, dealers and 
shareholders. The Client Service Representative provides a single point of contact 
for incoming telephone inquiries, correspondence and completes financial and 
non-financial transactions. Training and sponsorship for Series 6 is provided. 


Job Code: 120311 


Full-time and Part-time opportunities available 
Part-time hours are flexible 
Mail/fax/e-mail your resume, indicating the Job Code, to: 


Putnam Investments, Resume Processing Center, 7 Shattuck Road, (C-36-H), 
Andover, MA 01810; Fax: 617-760-0613; e-mail: Recruiter1|@putnaminy.com 


(text format only). 


Putnam Investments is an 
Affirmative Action|Equal 
Opportunity Employer. We value 
diversity in our workplace. 


www.putnaminv.com 


PUTNAM 
INVESTMENTS 


@ 


@ Page 4 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Sept. 8, 1999 


File photo 


PROUD GRADUATE: This student and her child were among those who 
attended the college’s 37th annual graduation May 29. Nearly 800 students 
received associate in arts and sciences degrees and certificates. 


College launches new 


orking closely with companies 
desperate for skilled web page 
designers, NECC has created a 


Web Page Design and Development Certifi- 
cate which will be offered for the first time 
this fall. 

The eight-course, 26-credit program can 
be completed full-time in one-year or part- 
time. Courses are offered days, nights and 
weekends at the Haverhill campus. 

Development of the program was a col- 
laborative effort involving full-time faculty 
in the college’s computer and graphic de- 
sign areas and part-time computer faculty 


STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION { 
ELECTIONS 


SEPTEMBER 
27th-29th | 


+ If you are interested in running for Student 


Senate, stop by the Student Activities 
Department on the Haverhill campus, F-133 
or on the Lawrence campus, L-133 to pick 


up a “Nomination Petition for Student 


Senate”. 


« Nomination Petitions MUST be turned in to 


the Student Activities Department on 


September 24th by Noon. 


For more information, be sure to attend the Senate 
informational meeting on Wed., September 22nd at 3:00 in 
the Student Center Theatre, Haverhill campus 


978/556-3731 Haverhill campus 


978/738-7417 Lawrence campus 


who work in industry. 

The curriculum will include computer 
courses such as “The Internet and Web Page 
Development” and “Internet Languages and 
Web Authoring Techniques I” and design 
courses such as “Publications Design” and 
“Animation.” Graduates will learn how to 
design, create and maintain web sites. 

The college has offered web design 
courses for several years. Because of the 
demand for web page designers, the college 
decided last spring to fit the courses into a 
certificate program. 

“We're very excited about this program,” 
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Campus gateway unveiled 


Continued from page 1 

lampposts, banners, security phone boxes 
and some new directional signs to the col- 
lege. 

But more needs to be done. 

Ashley said the balance of the funds to 
complete the project will take additional 
grants and perhaps some donations. 

“Tt usually takes about three rounds to 
get full funding for these kinds of projects,” 
Ashley said. “I try to use the grants for 
things most people would not consider 
donating. If we can get some funds do- 
nated, we won’t have to go to the state.” 

The completed project will include five 
similar granite walls which will span the 
center of the grassed area at regular inter- 
vals. 

Attractive plantings will be added to the 
base of each of the walls and a rectangular- 
shaped “water pool” will be constructed at 
a perpendicular angle to the center of each 
wall. 


The pools will be aligned to give the 
illusion of one continuous waterway lead- 
ing to a two-story granite “icon” set into a 
larger water pool at the back of the gate- 
way. The structure will stand between the 
new admissions and fine arts/technology 
buildings and feature engraved quotations 
of special interest. 

Ashley said the water pools symbolize 
the proximity of Lake Kenoza to the college 
which was referred to by many people in 
the past as the Lake Kenoza campus. 

Ashley said she hopes to see the comple- 
tion of the gateway by next spring in time 
for the next graduating class, but that will 
depend on the approval of the grants and 
additional funding. 

She said while some of the current stu- 
dents will not see the entire space utiliza- 
tion plan completed, the gateway helps 
provide some vision of the college’s future. 

“We want people to see that things are 
happening, now,” Ashley said. 


web design program 


said Priscilla Caira, director of computer 
information science technology and engi- 
neering science. “It’s a perfect example of 
how we, as a community college, try to 
work with industry to provide our students 
with the hottest skills.” 

In an effort to illustrate just how hot 
these skills are, Caira uses Denise Luscumb 
of Groveland as an example. As a project for 
her “Internet Language and Web Authoring” 
class, Luscomb created a web page for her 
friend who owns a Salisbury restaurant. 

“Her e-mail address was on the web site 
and she quickly received four new con- 


tracts,” Caira said. 

Students enrolling in the program are 
required to have several prerequisites in- 
cluding “Computer Applications” or 
“Macintosh Design,” “Computer Keyboard- 
ing I” and “College Algebra” or the equiva- 
lent. 

“Many students who have signed up for 
the program already have a degree and are 
looking for a career change or new skills,” 
Caira said. In addition to the Web Page 
Design and Development Certificate, the 
college offers more than a dozen certificate 
and associate degree options in computers. 
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www.theuzone.com 


TEXTBOOKS 


COST 


(UP TO 60% OFF) 


College Culture. Alive and Online. 
www.theuzone.com .. 


- 


Textbooks at cost - We charge only what it costs us to get you the book. That means the average price of the book to us, plus the fees we pay during the process of getting the book to you, some of which must be estimated in advance. 
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Solid acting triumphs over well-worn plot 


@ Veteran Baldwin and 
newcomer Hatosy more 
than compensate for fa- 
miliar themes in ‘Outside 
Providence’ 


By STEVE LANDWEHR 


Guest Columnist 


strongest script into a mediocre 

movie, but strong, intelligent perfor- 
mances can turn a mediocre script into a 
cinematic pleasure. Look no further than 
“Beyond Providence.” 

Rhode Island brothers Peter and Bobby 
Farrelly collaborated on this movie's screen- 
play with director Michael Corrente, who 
displayed his gift for portraying the lives of 
blue-collar workers so appealingly in “Fed- 
eral Hill.” 

But if you’re looking for the wacky hu- 
mor of the Farrelly’s “Dumb and Dumber” 
or “There’s Something About Mary,” you 
won't find it in this dark comedy. There are 
laughs, too be sure, but this coming-of-age 
story, despite its reliance on cliched plot 
lines, is more human and touching than 
anything the Farrelly’s have been previ- 
ously associated with. 

Tim Dunphy, (Shawn Hatosy, in a break- 
through role), is a high school senior in 
Pawtucket, R.I., in 1974. His widowed fa- 
ther, (Alec Baldwin, in his best role since 


B ad or indifferent acting can turn the 


“Glengarry Glen Ross”), is a man of limited 
means and even more limited emotions. 
When you refer to your son as “Dildo,” 
you're clearly not part of the PC generation. 

Dunph and his friends are voracious 
consumers of alcohol and pharmaceuticals, 
and after he crashes his father’s car into the 
back of a parked police cruiser while on a 
binge, Old Man Dunphy gives his son an 
ultimatum: Spend a year at a upscale pri- 
vate school in Cornwall, Conn., or spend it 
in a correctional facility. 

Where his father comes up with the 
money for the school is one of the film’s 
many unanswered, but ultimately not very 
troubling questions. Corrente avoids one 
obvious pitfall by not allowing the movie to 
become a story of class-warfare. Dunph is 
accepted by his classmates and most of the 
snobbery is his own reverse discrimination. 

Blue-collar boy meets patrician girl in 
the person of Jane Weston, (a thoroughly 
engaging Amy Smart), who, although good- 
natured and funloving, is also a dedicated 
student, determined to not only get good 
grades but to learn. Of course they fall in 
love, of course he does her wrong, of course 
he ultimately redeems himself. 

Clichés one and all, but in Corrente’s 
skillful, hands, and with just the right touch 
of Farrelly humor, they are deftly handled 
and surprisingly heartfelt. One trick that 
was initially clever was ultimately annoy- 
ing. when Dunph goes off to school, his 
luggage consists ofa black plastic trash bag. 


Bradford College & 
Northern Essex Community 
College Have Entered a Joint 
Admission Agreement! 


Transfer Coordinator Kathy Bresnahan 


can answer your questions. 


Bradford College 


Office of Admission 
Bradford College 

320 South Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 01835-7393 
(978) 372-7161 

(800) 336-6448 


Website: http://www. bradford.edu 
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It was a nice symbol for his have-not status, 
but I got it the first time. 

After he travels as far as Florida for an 
illicit spring break with the bag, I wished he 
would stop by the local Salvation Army and 
pick up some used Samsonite. As Dunph’s 
relationship with Jane deepens, he finds he 
is not as dumb as he thought he was. And 
the separation from his parochial friends 
and neighborhood allows him to mature 
and begin to come to terms with his troubled 
relationship with his father and his mother’s 
death at an early age. 

The most emotionally satisfying scene 
in the movie has the son standing in front 
of a mirror futilely trying to knot a tie. His 
father comes to his aid, standing behind 
and demonstrating the procedure as mil- 
lions of father’s before him have done. It’s 
a tender moment and a metaphor that 
speaks volumes about the ties that bind us 
to family. 

Corrente demands a lot of Hatosy, more 
than most actors his age could handle, and 
he is equal to the task. But Baldwin’s perfor- 
mance is the one likely to be remembered 
come Oscar night. If there is such a thing as 
low-key intensity, Baldwin defines the con- 
cept in this role, and the screen nearly 
crackles with it at times. 

His father figure, if narrow and flawed, 
is ultimately kind and caring, but never 
maudlin. There are strong performances in 
the supporting cast as well, particularly 
Tim Crowe as the mean-spirited headmas- 
ter who makes Dunph’s life miserable, 
(OK,OK! I know it’s another cliché). 

And George Wendt as one of Baldwin’s 


poker-playing beer-drinking buddies who 
is hiding a secret is also effective, although 
his reasons for confessing the secret are 
never made clear. 

If “Outside Providence” was just another 
“teen hero gains redemption after con- 
fronting growing pains” movie, it would 
have fallen victim to its familiar plot. But 
the commanding presence of Hatosy and 
Baldwin ensure that this movie will be 
remembered long after similar movies have 
ended up on the cutting room floor of 
cinema history. 
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After he crashes his 
father’s car into the 
back of a parked police 
cruiser while on a 
binge, Old Man Dunphy 
gives his son an ulti- 
matum: Spend a year 
at a upscale private 
school in Cornwall, 
Conn., or spend it ina 
correctional facility. 
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trips to any destination, Have access to some fantastic discount prices on 


cruises, honeymoon packages and great deals to Disney and Vegas, all - 


inclusive Resorts and Tours. Personalized service. No agent fees imposed. 
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The top 10 rea- 
sons why you 
should complete 
your degree at 
NECC before 
transferring. 

Y 10. You'll save 
wear and tear on 
your Car. 

v 9. You'll be part 
of your commu- 
nity while you go 
to college. 

Y 8. You'll gain 
the maturity, 
experience and 
study skills neces- 
sary for a four- 
year college or 
university while 
in a supportive 
environment. 

V 7. It is easier to 
be accepted for 
transfer since the 
criteria for accep- 
tance is often 
different for those 
without degrees. 
VY 6. You become 
eligible for schol- 
arships that are 
only available to 
students with an 
AA/AS degree. 

Y 5. You can 
easily transfer 
credits to colleges 
that have articula- 
tion agreements 
with NECC. 

Y 4. You will be 
eligible for the 
Joint Admissions 
Program with 
state colleges and 
universities, 
which can save 
you one-third off 
tuition (with a 3.0 
GPA). 

Y 3. Common- 
wealth Compact 
(go to the Aca- 
demic Advising 
Center, B-201 for 
the scoop). 

v 2. You will have 
a degree to show 
for your hard 
work, in case you 
must stop going 
to school for 
personal or 
financial reasons. 
Vv And the num- 
ber 1 reason is: 
You'll Save Money 
(up to 50 percent 
off your tuition in 
many cases). 
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Schoo]. 


Doing well: 
it’s your 
choice 


® Columnist shares his 
advice for new students 


By GEORGE WARD 
Features Editor 


elcome to the rest of your life. The decision to 
Ws. to college is a big one regardless of where 
you attend. It is no different at NECC. 

It can be a difficult adjustment coming from a small 
high school, but then again, any high school looks small 
compared to NECC. Instead of a school of 1,000 people 
all from one town, you are going to school with more 
than 6,000 students from more than a dozen communi- 
ties. It can look like a jungle, but it’s not. 

Unlike most colleges, you are known by name at 
NECC. Your are not a number or just another student. 
Any professor I’ve had here has always taken the time to 
learn my name. I don’t know anyone who goes to a four- 
year college that can say that. 

Instructors here aren’t hard to talk to either. If 
problems adjusting to college life arise, talk to any 
instructor here and they will be able to help you. 

I came from a small high school where the total 
population barely reached 500. The difference between 
6,000 people and 500 people was the big adjustment for 
me. 

Six thousand people is almost the entire population 
of my hometown. I had my sights set on a four-year 
college, but because of financial problems, NECC was 
my educational choice. 

Pll admit I looked at NECC as “just a community 
college.” I quickly found out this was not a good attitude 
to have. Even though some people spend $30,000 every 
year for college think NECC is a step down, it isn’t. 

NECC is a place to take education seriously. You take 
the same courses here that your friends do at places like 
the University of Massachusetts. And if NECC is a pit- 
stop on your way to a four-year college, then most of 
your credits will go with you. 

When you first start classes, expect some frustration. 
Long lines to buy books and change classes can be a 
pain, but they don’t last for more than a week. Getting 
used to a new time schedule is a big adjustment as well. 

NECC has so much to offer. I started in the fall of 1998 
not knowing anyone. But through all of my classes, and 
working on the Observer, I have met many new and 
interesting people. 

I did not want to give NECC a chance, which held me 
back for some time. I am now glad I made this choice. 
Not only is NECC a good financial alternative to expen- 
sive universities, but is a good place to start if you 
haven’t decided on a career path. 

Joining the student clubs and organizations here are 
a good way to make friends. Clubs like the Observer 
introduce you to people who have similar interests. It is 
a way to get more out the school. 

Student activities also run many functions over the 
course of the year. These dances, cookouts and other 
events are a good way to get know people outside the 
classroom. They are an inexpensive way to have fun, yet 
learn more about the people at NECC. 

These are just a few tips on the road to success at 
NECC. Every new student goes through just about the 
same thing, so when you think you’re the only one, 
remember you're not. 

Aside from your instructors, there are many sources 
for help, whether you need help with your academics, or 
for a personal problem, there is a counselor at NECC for 
you. 

Take advantage of everything NECC has to offer. No 


matter what your future plans are, NECC will fitinto the 


puzzle. 


@ Don’t give up; assistance and 
guidance are available in math, 
reading and writing labs 


house as students scurry to their classes, teachers struggle 
to remember everyone’s name, and beyond all that, 
there’s still homework and exams. 

If you find yourself having a hard time with Shakespeare or 
you just can’t figure out why 6x+3=15, there are people who 
can help you. 

The college’s academic support center offers a number of 
programs for students, including the math, reading and 
writing labs, available to all students free of charge. 

The three centers are run on a drop-in basis, so you don’t 
need to set up an appointment. The extra help is free and the 
tutors can assist students on either an individual or group 
basis. 

In the math lab, tutors have a range of expertise and help 
students working on basic math up to calculus. 

In addition, the lab offers classes to students on an indi- 
vidual basis, meaning you pay the same price as a regular 
class, except there is only one student. 

These classes are offered in basic math and basic algebra on 
a limited basis. 

“Our biggest assets are our individualized tutoring and our 
staff,” said Linda Murphy, math center coordinator. “We have 
a qualified staff trained in math, which is sympathetic to 
students’ needs.” 

The math center deals with students’ math anxiety, not 
just math skills. She said some students have specific prob- 
lems in math, and these problems can be detected so students 
can be placed in the appropriate classes. 

Murphy said the math lab is popular with students and is 
sometimes filled to capacity during key hours, “so come early 
before the seats are full.” 

The math center is open weekdays, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and in 
the evening, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Monday through Thursday. 

The reading lab helps students on an individual basis with 
reading and studying skills. The lab is mostly used by students 
taking basic and college reading programs, said coordinator 
Mary Roche, but all students are encouraged to stop in and get 
help working out their problems. 

“We help students with reading anxiety, note- taking skills 
or with vocabulary techniques,” she said. “We work (with 
students) on an individual basis and all students are welcome. 
We try to help those who really need to bring their skills up 
to a higher reading level.” 

The employees in the reading lab work to help students 
handle college level textbooks and to enhance their reading 
skills. 

“We're very supportive of the students,” Roche said. “We 
put them in contact with people on our staff to help them out 
with problems. Our people are always willing to talk to 


Fe the next couple of weeks, NECC is going to be a mad- 


Bertolino, 738-7426. 


Alan Hislop, 738-7458.. 


Daly, 738-7425. 


Leeman, 738-7425. 


Benedetti 


(students) and listen. The academic support center staffs 
people who really can relate to students, their problems and 
be very supportive.” 

The reading lab hours roughly run from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Friday. 
Check Spurk 211 for an updated listing on the Haverhill 
campus, and L-200 in Lawrence. 

In addition to the other centers, the writing lab offers one- 
on-one help to students. 

“We help students who don’t know how to start a paper, or 
create a draft. We give assistance,” said Diane Gori, coordina- 
tor of the writing center. 

Using the writing center is a requirement for students in 
basic writing classes, but it’s open to all students. 

“We offer help with poetry and fiction and I’ve read 
chemistry lab reports, psychology papers, business papers, 
anything that deals with writing,” Gori said. 

The lab helps students with writing on the whole, every- 
thing from developing an outline to coming up with a lead to 
transitions and run-on sentences. 

“Sometimes it only takes, ‘I think we could do this, this and 
this’ to make a stronger paper,” she said. 

If students can’t connect with their instructor, Gori feels 
the labs are an excellent resource for students that can't 
connect with their professor. 


“You have a place to go find out if you’re on the right track 
and if you have questions and you need someone to answer 


Support centers offe 


People To Con 


Do you need help finding your way around? 
Y Advising Center: Haverhill, B201, Paula Strangie, 55 


v Assessment Center: Haverhill, Spurk 208, Angela Gt 


Vv Bridges to Success: Haverhill: Spurk 200B, Irene Ch 


Vv English Language Center: Haverhill, Spurk 207, Bar! 
¥ Math Center: Haverhill, Spurk 201, Linda Murphy, § 


’ PACE: Haverhill: Spurk 200A & B, Karen Blanchard, 


Y Reading Center: Haverhill, Spurk 211, Mary Roche § z 


Y Writing Center: Haverhill, Spurk-205, Diane Gori 55 
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Details, details: they're all here 


Academic information: 

Cancellation of classes/campus closing information line 

556-3002 (voice) 556-3303 (for hard of hearing) 

College closings due to weather conditions or emergencies 
are broadcast on the following radio stations: 

WBZ-AM/1030—Boston 

WHDH-AM/590—Boston 

WEEI-AM/850—Boston 

WHAV-AM/1490—Haverhill 

WNBP-AM/1450—Newburyport 

News of college closings can also be seen on the following 
television stations: 

WBZ-TV/Channel 4—Boston 

WCVB-TV/Channel 5—Boston 

WHDH-TV/Channel 7—Boston 

Individual class cancellations are posted outside the class- 
room on the scheduled day. 

Changing programs/majors 

Students should go to the admissions and registrar’s 
offices to complete a change of program form if they wish to 
change their major. Some programs have early deadlines, so 
be sure not to procrastinate. 

Adding/dropping a course 

Students may drop a course by completing a drop/add form 
at the registrar’s office. All course changes must be approved 
by your adviser prior to submission at the registrar’s office. 

Refund policy 

For courses held longer than 8 weeks, a 90percent refund 
is given if dropped from Sept. 8 through Sept. 14. A 60percent 
refund if dropped from Sept. 15 through Sept. 21. No refund 
thereafter. 

Withdrawal from the college: Students should fill out a 
withdrawal] form at the admissions office. If students drop all 
courses without filling out the form, they will receive, a, WE 


grade on their transcript. 

General Information: 

Bookstores 

The bookstores are located in the student center in Haver- 
hill and in the lower level in Lawrence. The bookstore at each 
campus carries all required texts for courses offered at that 
campus. The store offers a variety in supplies, career guides, 
study aids, software, electronics and other items. 

The bookstore offers refunds and exchanges, but students 
must save receipts to verify purchases. The store also runs buy 
back days for used books if books are in good condition. 
Students should remember to bring their student ID when 
they visit the bookstore. 

The Haverhill store hours for the first week of classes 9/8 - 
9/11 are: Wednesday and Thursday 8:30 to 8:30; Friday 8:30 to 
4; Saturday 9 to 1. The second week of classes 9/13 - 9/18 are: 
Monday through Thursday 8:30 to 8:30; Friday, 8:30 to 4; 
Saturday 9 to 12. Hours will then return to regular hours: 
Monday - Thursday, 9 to 5; Friday 9 to 4; Saturdays closed. 

The Lawrence store hours for the first week of classes are: 
Wednesday and Thursday 9 to 8:30; Friday 9 to 1; Saturday 9 
to 12. Second week of classes, hours will be: Monday through 
Thursday 9 to 8:30; Friday 9 to 1; Saturday 9 to 12. The store 
then returns to regular hours: Monday - Friday 9 to 1; 
Saturdays closed. 

Student Health Services 

NECC Health Services works to promote healthy behavior 
and life-styles. The center provide over the counter medicine 
and supplies for colds, headaches, minor aches and pains, 
upset stomach and diarrhea, as well as first aid antiseptic, 
band-aids, condoms and sanitary supplies. Resource literature 
on health topics and a home health handbook are available for 
reference. F-112, Haverhill 556-3770 and roomL-134 in Lawrence 
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them, we’re here,” she said. 

The writing lab also has some computers for people who 
need to learn word processing or polish their skills. 

Perhaps the greatest asset of the labs is “you would pay $25- 
30 an hour for this in the outside world. Here it’s free,” Gori 
said. 

The writing lab is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. every weekday 
and from 6 to 9 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

For students looking to their immediate future, the college 
offers the Pathway to Academic & Career Excellence program. 
PACE is geared to help students, free of charge, to enhance 
their personal and academic skills and to help land them a 
spot at a four-year college. 

The program involves assessment, advising, tutoring, evalu- 
ations and career counseling. 

The college also offers an English Language Center for 
international and bilingual students looking to enhance their 
English, both in writing and speaking. 

The center is run on a drop-in basis for students who need 
more help with any class work or computer-assisted instruc- 
tion. 

For more information on the Haverhill campus, drop by 
Spurk 205 or call Barbara Rozman at 556-3408; in Lawrence 
visit L-200, or call Alan Hislop at 738-7458. 


The Peer Tutoring Center provides students with tutorial 
assistance in content area courses only; it’s available during 
the day. 
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Bus service 

Monthly bus passes are available for use on the Merrimack 
Valley Regional Transit Authority bus lines at the Haverhill 
student activities office. The monthly bus schedule is posted 
in the student center lobby in Haverhill and at the student 
activities office in Lawrence. For more information, call 1-800- 
231-RIDE. 

Child care 

The Little Sprouts Child Enrichment Center is located in the 
gymnasium on the Haverhill campus. The center offers full- or 
part-time day care for children from four weeks to nine- years- 
old from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more information, call 374-6133. 
For information on Lawrence day care services, call 689-9980. 

Computer Labs — B-building third floor and A-111 Haver- 
hill/Lawrence 

All students can use the computer labs during open hours 
posted outside the rooms. Walk-in labs are staffed by technical 
assistants to help with printing and system errors. It is 
expected that students get specific software and seek help 
from their instructors. 

Emergency/Security 

Haverhill campus—emergency hotline: ext. 2222 from any 
campus phone. The college operator handles these calls imme- 
diately. Haverhill campus security officers are on duty 24- 
hours. The office is located in the Spurk 112-A or ext. 3689. 

Lawrence Campus—emergency hotline: ext. 7499 from any 
campus phone. Lawrence campus security is located in the 
Atrium or dial 7479. 

Automobile on-campus accidents 

In case of an automobile accident on college property, an 
NECC accident report must be completed and turned in to the 
security office within five days. A separate accident report 
must be completed and filed’ with the Haverhill or Lawrence 
police departments. » ~’ 
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Contacting a student in an emergency 

To contact a Haverhill campus student in the event of an 
emergency, call the registrar’s office at 556-3724. A message 
will be delivered to the student’s next scheduled class. 

To contact a Lawrence campus student, call administrative 
services at 738-7475. A message will be delivered to the 
student’s next scheduled class. 

Security offices handle all lost and found property. Stu- 
dents claiming property will be asked to provide proper 
identification. 

Financial aid—B-217 Haverhill/L-103 Lawrence 

The financial aid office provides information on various 
programs available to students. Financial assistance is pro- 
vided through several sources and a student may receive a 
combination of aid. The amount and type of aid is decided by 
federal, state and college regulations. For more information, 
call Financial Aid at 556-3650. 

ID Cards—B-219 Haverhill 

Your ID enables you to take out library material, use 
intramural sporting or audiovisual equipment, gain admit- 
tance to the gymnasium facilities including the Fitness and 
Recreation Center and receive discounts or free admission to 
events sponsored by the college. If you have lost your ID card, 
contact the registrar’s office at the Haverhill campus. For 
information about picture ID’s, contact Dina Brown at 556- 
3732. 

Library 

The libraries at both campuses maintain collections which 
support the college’s academic programs and provide for the 
research needs of the students. Quiet and group study space 
is available and librarians are on duty to assist with research 
and answer questions. Patrons can search for books by using 
a computerized on-line catalog. 


Parking 

Haverhill campus: Lots 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6 are designated 
student parking lots. Any person who must leave a vehicle on 
campus overnight must tell security before leaving campus. 
Visitor/staff parking is in lots 2 and 3. Handicapped parking is 
available in all lots. Applications for handicapped permits may 
be obtained in the Learning Accommodations Center. 

Lawrence campus: Parking is available to students and staff 
at the campus and in parking lots on Common Street. Curb- 
side parking is not advised. Handicapped parking is available 
in the campus parking lot. 

Past Due Obligations 

The college has the right to withhold student transcripts 
and/or grades until all borrowed material has been returned 
and all debts are paid. Disciplinary action may also be taken 
against a student who fails to meet these obligations. 

Scholarships—B-217, B-216 Haverhill/L-100 Lawrence 

Contact the financial aid office for a list of available 
scholarships. 

Voter Registration—F-133 Haverhill/L-105 Lawrence 

Massachusetts mail-in registration forms are available 
from the student activities offices at the Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses. 

Handicapped/Disabled Evacuation 

People who are unable to use the stairs should familiarize 
themselves with the designated evacuation areas on both 
campuses. Any questions should be addressed to the Learning 
Accommodations Center at the Haverhill campus, room F-115. 
The elevator is not to be used for fire evacuation. Disabled/ 
handicapped individuals will be evacuated by stairwells as 
quickly and safely as possible. Handicapped evacuation areas 
have been clearly marked with red signs in each building. 
These will serve as centralized areas where people will be 
helped to get out of the building. 
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Orienting students to college life 


_@ New coordinator 
aims to make it easier 


By MARK BEHAN 
Features Editor 


summed up in one sentence: Help 
make NECC students’ lives easier and 
successful. 

Reber is the newly hired coordinator of 
student orientation. 

“We want to empower students here at 
NECC and give them all the opportunities 
to succeed,” Reber said. 

She said the new student orientation 
program can be divided in two parts: before 
and after classes begin. 

Reber said she is exploring ways to speed 
up and streamline the registration process. 

“We want to make registration a one- 
stop shopping trip. We know we have many 
student populations at NECC. ‘How can we 
best serve them all?’ For instance, we al- 
ready provide evening class registration, 
but maybe we need more,” she said. 

Once a student is registered, the second 
phase of orientation begins. 

After working closely with directors from 
academic advising, career development, fi- 
nancial aid and learning accommodations, 
Reber established NECC’s new orientation 
program—“Building Toward the Future.” 

“It (developing the program) was a group 
effort,” Reber said. “The program is a collec- 
tion of seminars for students to help them 
get started at NECC.” 


Ps Reber’s job description can be 


Reber said the orientation program has 
three main purposes: 

Providing students with skills to suc- 
ceed in class. 

Giving students information which will 
help them to negotiate their way around 
school. 

Helping them make connections with 
other students, staff and faculty. 

Reber said once a student arrives on 
campus, the orientation program will pro- 
vide information on services at NECC and 
the information needed for that person to 
succeed on campus. 

She also said she hopes to involve more 
students in the orientation program. 

“I'd like for students who have been at 
NECC for a year to meet and talk with new 
students and tell them what’s up at NECC,” 
Reber said. 

The first seminar, “Explore Your Ca- 
reer,” will be Sept. 16 at noon in conference 
room C of the Bentley Library. 

Reber arrived at NECC after taking a one- 
year hiatus from a career in health care 
management. 

She worked as a health care manager at 
Boston Teaching Hospitals and was the 
manager of psychiatric services at Children’s 
Hospital in Boston. 

She was a division manager of child 
psychiatry at New England Medical Center, 
and division manager of maternal fetal and 
new born medicine at New England Medi- 
cal Center. 

“I wanted to do something different,” 
Reber said of her career move and year off. 

She decided to take some courses at 
NECC last spring and met with a career 
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counselor at NECC. “This is a wonderful 
job,” she said. 

Reber has a bachelor’s degree in educa- 
tion and a master’s degree in biology from 
Texas Women’s University. She also has a 
master’s degree in health service adminis- 
tration from Harvard School of Public 
Health. 

She resides in Newburyport and loves 
nature and the ocean. This past summer 
she enjoyed volunteering at the Custom 
House Maritime Museum in Newburyport. 

She led a group of 4 to 8-year-old chil- 
dren in a program called “Tide pool trea- 
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sures.” 

“There was a touch tank for kids, they 
were able to hold hermit crabs and sea 
urchins.” 

Reber is a firm believer in higher educa- 
tion. “Higher education can facilitate people 
reaching their goals.” 

She believes in the concept of people 
following their leadings. 

“People know in their heart what they 
want to do in the world,” Reber said. “An 
individual is happiest when doing what one 
wants to do in this world, and, in turn, the 
world is a happier place. 


Center helps 
students assess 
their future 


ne valuable service which is offered 
O to all students is the academic ad- 

vising center. The goal of the center 
is to enhance and improve students’ poten- 
tial for growth, and, most importantly, it is 
free of charge. 

The academic advising center offers a 
wide range of services for students. 

It provides academic advising to stu- 
dents who have not been assigned a faculty 
adviser and supplements the delivery of 
academic information to students who need 
questions answered when their assigned 
adviser is not available. 

The academic advising center provides: 

Information about academic programs 
information about course requirements and 
electives. 

Help with course registration and selec- 
tion. 

Evaluation of NECC transcripts and 
graduation audits. 

Transfer information and assistance. 

Referral to College Support Service. 

Information about alternative ways to 
earn credit. 

Now that the center is a permanent 
fixture on campus, plans for further ex- 
tending the services offered are in the works. 

“We hope to develop more services for 
students planning to transfer to four-year 
colleges and universities,” said Paula 
Strangie, director of the academic advising 
center. 

Among other newservices Strangie hopes 
to offer are: 

Vv More workshops, 

¥ More schools which attend NECC’s 
College Transfer Day, 

~ More numerous and frequent indi- 
vidual college transfer days on campus. 

Individual college transfer days are a 
service which Strangie implemented. Hav- 
ing the colleges come one at atime through- 
out the academic year offers students the 
Opportunity to ask more specific, detailed 
questions in a more relaxed atmosphere. 

“It’s a good idea for new students in 
transfer programs to begin to explore op- 
tions regarding where they will transfer,” 
Strangie said. 
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@ Music and fellowship 
greet newcomers to area 
drumming circles 


By CaRLEY THORNELL 
Arts Editor 


an incessant beat will greet the Satur 

day student center visitor. 

Marching to the beat ofa different drum- 
mer isn’t so odd anymore, as drumming 
circles spring up in the area, including one 
at NECC. 

Faith Benedetti, an English teacher at 
Bradford College, leads Sacred Women’s 
Drum Circle, where females learn the his- 
tory of drumming and how to make music 
together for several reasons. 

“When we think of drumming, we think 
of masculine rock drummers. Tribal com- 
munities are often matriarchal and women 
are in charge of the spiritual lives of people. 
We talk about how the drum once belonged 
to women and how we remember this 
now,” Benedetti said. 

Her partner, Virginia Shell Moore, has 
also taken to drumming as a hobby. It helps 
her because she’s hearing impaired, and it’s 
not about the individual effort; only part of 
the emphasis in drumming is on the music, 
and mostly it’s on fellowship. 

Circles do not involve sticks, but are 
simply played by patting and pounding 
with hands. Instruments can even be 
oatmeal boxes, says Benedetti though she’s 
moved past those and store-bought drums 
onto handmade items, like those made by 
Kristine Malpica of Amesbury’s Imagine 
Studios. 

Several locals act upon the advice of 
Malpica and her drumming contacts. The 
impetus to open her arts center was to 
make room for creating and playing. The 
Sacred Circle drum group is held there on 
the third Friday of the month, and several 
workshops are offered throughout the year 
on creating drums typical of different eth- 
nic tribes. The group was titled such be- 
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your bookstore offers: 


¢ the most extensive selection of 
new & used textbooks 


¢ year-round buyback service 
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* no costs or waiting associated 
with shipping & handling 


* personal service, experience & reliability 


cause of the process that goes into creating 
the object and what becomes of it. 

“We like the connection of taking some- 
thing from a raw state, putting energy into 
it and putting it into another state. That’s 
one circle. The others is the circle that 
people in the community can share once 
the drum is done,” Malpica said. 

Mostly recycled materials are used, like 
wood palettes for the bases. Animal skins 
from the butcher that would otherwise be 
discarded are stretched taut over those, 
though some of the Nigerian drums are 
made with clay only. Djembe drums look 
like half of a wine glass with a large head 
and slender neck. Ashikos are conically 
shaped with the tip cut off. 

Several ready-made instruments are 
available at the Sacred Circle for inexperi- 
enced drummers and regulars bring their 
own. Malpica spent time on Vancouver 
Island, British Columbia four years ago 
learning Nigerian drum making, though 
she doesn’t concentrate on any one style 
now. Her philosophy is that each drum 
sounds different and has its own disposi- 
tion, just like people. 

“It’s such a welcoming experience. It’s a 
great way to communicate internal rhythms. 
When we play, I feel like it’s our voices 
coming out,” Malpica said. 

Sacred Circle, like the group at NECC, 
begins by sharing personal goals. One per- 
son starts with a random beat, and others 
join in when they feel ready. Soon the only 
thing that fills the room is light from a few 
candles, incense, and pounding, swirling 
music. 

The pattern of the rug on the floor 
begins to dance and people move their 
bodies to the beat. For some, it’s the physi- 
cal enjoyment of playing the drums that 
they love. Others, says Malpica, enjoy the 
meditative aspect, reduce stress, and enjoy 
a community environment. 

Husband and wife team Marc and Cathy 
Mannheimer taught an arts therapy course 
in which drumming was the focus. Mr. 
Mannheimer is a professor of art and Mrs. 
Mannheimer teaches art therapy. They ex- 
plored Native American culture for their 


drums, and Cathy uses them in couples 
therapy in her studio at the Pentucket Arts 
Center on Wingate Street in Haverhill. 

Using the same methods that a couple 
seeking help would use, the Mannheimers 
collected materials in the wilderness to- 
gether. The hides they also purchase from 
the butcher, which was an eyepopping ex- 
perience for Marc. 

“The first time we had to soak two whole 
animal hides in our bathtub, I was up at 
night brushing my teeth. I looked and saw 
them floating there. As a vegetarian, it was 
a new concept to get used to,” he said. 

But it was a quick adjustment, because 
the Mannheimers also taught about each 
life sacrificed during the making ofa drum. 
In class, each student made their own, then 
a large dreamdance drum with a stick tri- 
pod became the group project for the end of 
class. The culmination of the spring semes- 


C. Thornell photo 
DRUMMING TWO- 
SOME: Marc and Cathy 
Mannheimer, professors 
at Bradford College, 
team taught an arts 
therapy course in which 
drumming was a focus 
during last semester. 
They also led a drum 
making workshop at the 
Pentucket Arts Center. 


ter resulted in a night drum circle on cam- 
pus at the pond. 

Benedetti spent part of her summer 
teaching youngsters at the Essex Art Center 
in Lawrence how to make drums and ex- 
press themselves through music. With 
Moore’s impairment, the duo combined 
drum lessons with sign language to show 
another way of nonverbal communication. 
They also use drumming in arts therapy, 
too, at their business, Violet Flames for the 
Healing Arts. 

As part owners of Lawrence’s Bernstein 
Books, Benedetti and Moore will bring back 
their drumming circle there this fall. Though 
drumming has taken up much of their 
lives, the duo can only regards it only as a 
blessing. They say it’s a hobby that cel- 
ebrates life. 

Carley Thornell may be contacted at: 
observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Broadcasting 


Learn what it’s like to work in the communications field, 
a choice which can lead to career opportunities in newspa- 
pers, magazines, publishing, television, radio and more 


Contact the Admissions Office today! 
or just try out a course next semester: 
+ Journalism I & II 
- Broadcast Reporting 
* Television Production 
* Copy Editing 


Questions? Contact program coordinator Joseph T. LeBlanc at 
978-556-3391 or use email: jleblanc@necc.mass.edu 
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‘Phantom Menace’ 
played menace to 
summer society 


|| @ After all the 
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disappoints 
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summer. But this summer's most anticipated flick, 


S leeper hits are supposed to be surprise favorites of the 


"Star Wars: The Phantom Menace" only set audiences 
snoozing in the theaters, including this moviegoer. Prob- 
ably the scariest part about it was the success of Fox’s 
advertising campaign, in which] think most people learned 
more about C3P-O and Queen Amidala on the side of those 
Pepsi cans than the average citizen knows about today’s 
presidential candidates. 

I’m not kidding when I say I was a little flustered about 
Jabba the Hut on the side of my friend’s refreshment. Not 
that I’m the biggest Star Wars scholar, because it was just 
last year I was confusing it with Star Trek (not only a faux 
pas, but enough to commit sebacca over in techie/trekkie 
circles), but Jabba looks like a pile of butter and Crisco, 
which might actually provoke some heart attacks in the 
sense that it’s what theaters are probably dumping on the 
popcorn when we’re not looking. 

This non-diet Jabba can, like others in the series, also 
featured a biography of the character on the side. If I 
wanted to learn more about talking blobs, I'd watch Drew 
Carrey. Were they trying to send us a message, like: This 
could happen to you if you eat too much at the concession 
stand? 

To answer my own inquiry, I highly doubt it. One would 
have to be living under a rock in Siberia not to know that 
the world operates on money, and sugar shacks at Show- 
case Cinemas count in that operation. 

Butit wasn’t only there where the world seemed haunted. 
I stopped in KFC for a quick bite on vacation, and both the 
kids and adult toys were falling off the walls. “Adult toys” 
may have the wrong connotation —it was merely the plastic 
Queen Amidala that was supposed to attach to the king- 
sized drink cup. This is like one of those 77-0z. Big Gulps 
that could last through a trip to the Mojave Dessert, so the 
plastic rendition of Natalie Portman with her hair fanned 
out like a blow fish about to attack seemed about the size 
of a newborn child. 

Of course, Portman isn’t much more than a child 
herself, at about age 17 during filming. 

But that’s another thing that irks me. The same audi- 
ences that were obsessed by “Star Wars” when it first came 
out are 30 now, and they’re lusting after a teenager like 
they did Carrie Fisher. And I admit, Fisher’s character had 
sass and class, but she only added to that as an actress. 
Today’s “Star Wars” heroine was written so her voice 
remains a monotone. She came off as a talking Redwood. 
If I were on a quest to see poor acting and writing, I’d take 
up soap operas. 

On that note, take Jar Jar. No, actually, leave him. Maybe 
he should take a sign language course here before being 
“cast” (he’s animated) in the next prequel, because it’s hard 
enough understanding a Jamaican accent without taking 
into account the fact that he’s an underwater animal. 
Couple the two and it sounds as if he’s blowing bubbles in 
bathwater for the entire two hours. 

I was also disappointed when I found out that the one 
show I was interested in watching, the documentary on the 
Blair Witch Project, was a mock-up. Talk about sleeper hits 
— it seemed like fear fans raved about the kind of night- 
mares they had after watching the feature film, or caught 
some Zs at the theater. 

Now I must confess: I think I’m the only person (aside 
from my parents) who hasn’t seen the film. I’m not 
pretending to be a movie critic. I'm merely giving a 
layman’s view of how much I detest commercialism and 
similar issues in this column, because it’s mine for the 
semester. 

So I welcome comments, compliments and complaints. 
Why shouldn’t the arts and entertainment column be a 
forum for all? We all like being entertained. Hopefully, I did 
my just for the day. 

Carley Thornell’s e-mail address is observer.necc.mass.edu 
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ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 
Your intentions and thoughts 
are focused on your relationships, 
whether romantic, business-related 
or marriage. Any partnership desires 
you presently have will flourish and 
remain stable for quite some time. 
Any new business opportunity 
will flourish. 
TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 
A new love, or perhaps an 
} ongoing relationship will fi- 
nally turn in the direction 
you want it to. The need to be 
part of a couple is strong 
> right now. You would be wise 
to tone down any urges to overdo or overindulge. Be 
cautious concerning transportation and travel. 
GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 


You find it very easy to attract or pursue romance this 


week. But do avoid any showdowns with loved ones, you 
can’t expect to have everything go exactly the way you 
would like it to. All money making activities are successful 
and you should see an increase in your earnings. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

The assertive and dynamic qualities of your personality 
will shine this week, along with any romantic notions. It is 
a volatile time for you with emotions running in every 
different direction, so proceed with extra caution. Job 
advancement is almost certain. 

LEO: (July 24- Aug. 23) 

A bit of upbeat financial news will keep you going strong 
for at least the rest of the year. Behind the scenes influences 
may be able to ease your way up the success ladder. There 
seems to be a certain amount of stress and strain in an 
important relationship. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24 - Sept. 23) 

A fairly conservative type of investment will prove 
worth it’s while this week. Don’t take too much for granted, 
even though your social life is an absolute whirlwind. Your 
approach to work and achievement is effort, attention to 
detail, patience and good luck. 


LIBRA: (Sept. 24 - Oct. 23) 

Now is a time for opportunity and expansion for you. 
Just remember that good fortune is not going to come 
knocking at your door, you have to make yourself acces- 
sible, and be aware of the potential all around you. Don’t 
overdo, overindulge or overspend! 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22) 

You are due for a good time this week, so enjoy what you 
deserve. Your love life is moving along nicely now, don’t let 
your active imagination ruin it for you. A nice financial 
bonanza is possible. There seems to be an influential 
person helping you out behind the scenes. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23 - Dec. 21) 

Finding yourself in a social whirlwind will make you 
available for any possible romantic interests. Try to avoid 
immediate entanglement with a romantic prospect. Your 
health prospects are excellent this week. Take extra pre- 
cautions when traveling or in transportation. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22 - Jan. 20) 

It’s a lively week for your social agenda and you will have 
a fair share of the popularity. Challenges may occur in a 
business relationship, so be prepared to cope diplomati- 
cally. Don’t be too quick to act on rumors or too slow to get 
a move on when needed. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21 - Feb. 19) 

You have a lot of positive energy that can be put to good 
use in building up your physical resources or work-related 
activities. Be especially careful to avoid accidents whether 
at home or in the workplace. Be cautious of any romantic 
involvements with strangers. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20 - March 20) 

There seems to be a few minor hazards connected with 
a much too rambunctious social agenda. It may be time to 
redo your looks in some way. Avoid clashing with your 
mate or partner, your temper may cloud a relatively simple 
issue. 

IF THIS WEEK IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: You should be 
smiling a lot in the months ahead. Your cup runneth over 
in the love department. Impulsiveness may look like you 
aren’t thinking clearly, but the real truth is that once you 
make such a decision, you stick with it. 


2CC Activities CALENDAR __ 
Monday, Sept. 13 

Student Center Open House 

Student Center, Haverhill, 11 a.m.-1 p.m., 4-6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 15 

Welcome to NECC Cookout 

Lawrence Courtyard, noon-1 p.m. 

Inter-club Council Orientation Meeting 

Student Center Theatre, Haverhill, 3-5 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 20-Friday, Sept. 25 

Deaf Awareness Week 

Various locations, contact senate 

Tuesday, Sept. 21 

Klondike Bar Challenge 

Lawrence Atrium, 5 to 7 p.m. 


Singles 

1. “Bailamos,” Enrique Iglesias. Overbrook. 

2. “Genie In A Bottle,” Christina Aguilera. RCA. (Platinum) 
3. “Summer Girls,” LFO. Logic. (Platinum) 

4. “Unpretty,” TLC. LaFace. 

5. “All Star,” Smash Mouth. Interscope. 

6. “Bills, Bills, Bills,” Destiny’s Child. Columbia. (Gold) 

7. “Where My Girls At?,” 702. Motown. (Gold) 

8. “Smooth,” Santana (feat. Rob Thomas). Arista. 

9. “If You Had My Love,” Jennifer Lopez. WORK. (Platinum) 
10. “Someday,” Sugar Ray. Lava. 

11. “Last Kiss,” Pearl Jam. Epic. (Gold) 

12. “I Want It That Way,” Backstreet Boys. Jive. 

13. “Tell Me It’s Real,” K-Ci & JoJo. MCA. 

14. “She’s So High,” Tal Bachman. Columbia. 

15. “Scar Tissue,” Red Hot Chili Peppers. Warner Bros. 
16. “Jamboree,” Naughty By Nature. Arista. (Gold) 

17. “Never Gonna Let You Go,” Faith Evans. Bad Boy. 

18. “So Anxious,” Ginuwine. 550 Music. 

19. “It’s All About You (Not About Me),” Tracie Spencer. 
Capitol. 

20. “Out Of My Head,” Fastball. Hollywood. 

Top Albums 

1. “Millennium,” Backstreet Boys. Jive. (Platinum) 

. “Mary,” Mary J. Blige. MCA. 

. “Murda Muzik,” Mobb Deep. Loud. 

“Significant Other,” Limp Bizkit. Flip. (Platinum) 

. “...Baby One More Time,” Britney Spears. Jive. (Platinum) 
“NOW 2,” Various Artists. Universal. 

“Ricky Martin,” Ricky Martin. C2. (Platinum) 

. Soundtrack: “Runaway Bride.” Columbia. (Platinum) 

9. “Devil Without A Cause,” Kid Rock. Lava. (Platinum) 
10. “Supernatural,” Santana. Arista. (Platinum) 

11. “Astro Lounge,” Smash Mouth. Interscope. (Gold) 

12. “Californication,” Red Hot Chili Peppers. Warner Bros. 
(Platinum) 

13. “Violator The Album,” Various Artists. Violator. 

14. “400 Degreez,” Juvenile. Cash Money. (Platinum) 

15. “The Writing’s On The Wall,” Destiny’s Child. Colum- 


ONAUAWYD 


1. “The Sixth Sense,” $20.1 million. 

2. “13th Warrior,” $10.3 million. 

3. “Runaway Bride,” $6.9 million. 

4. “Bowfinger,” $6.6 million. 

5. “Mickey Blue Eyes,” $5.4 million 

6. “The Thomas Crown Affair,” $4.7 million. 
7. “The Muse,” $4.2 million. 

8. “In Too Deep,” $4.1 million. 

8. “The Blair Witch Project,” $4.1 million. (tie) 
10. “The Astronaut’s Wife,” $4 million. 
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Great moment: the shot heard round the world 


@ Writer highlights 
some spectacular 
plays in baseball 
history 


Haverhill 


Conveniently located 
at Routes 110 & 125 
310 Main Street 
Haverhill, MA 


372-3280 


Why put off college when the Army National 
Guard can get you there right now? When you 
serve part-time in the Guard, you can attend 
school full-time while earning all kinds of benefits. 
Like the Montgomery GI Bill, tuition assistance,” 
an extra paycheck and state-specific benefits. 


By Davip CousINs 
Photography Editor 


his is the first installment of 

a countdown to some of the 

greatest moments in the 
world of sports history. 

Coming in at number eight is 
the homerun hit on Oct. 31, 1931, 
said to have been heard from New 
York City to London. 

The batter was Bobby Thomson, 


MENTAL BEALTH WORKERS 

The premier staffing provider in the Behav- 
ioral Health and Human Service field has 
immediate PT & FT assignments serving 
adult and children populations in a range of 
MR/MH, ED/BD, and DSS/DYS programs 
throughout the Merrimack Valley. Crisis 
intervention experience preferred, Arbor 
provides flexible hours and training, 


Call (978) 794-0066, or fax a resume 
Attn: Joanna at (978) 975-5791. 
Arbor Associates, 599 Canal Street, 
Lawrence, MA 01841 
e-mail address: jobs@arbor-assoc.com 


An EEO/AA Employer 


the team was the New York Gi- 
ants, and the Field was the Polo 
Grounds in New York City. 

Thomson’s winner came in the 
bottom of the ninth inning with 
two men on base and the Giants 
losing 4-2, in the third game of the 
playoff series against the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers. 

“I didn’t run the bases, I rode 
around them on acloud,” Thomson 
told United Press that day. “ Wow 


Top. Notch Theater 
. Audition — 


The NECC Top Notch _ 
Players are holding audi- — 
tions for “Harvey” by Mary — 
Chase Sept.15fromiiam. — 
to 1 p.m. and from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m. in the Top Notch 
Theatre, 3rd Floor Spurk 
Building. 

It will be directed by 
student John Sefel. There 
are parts for six men and 
six women. No experience 
is necessary. The Top Notch 
Players are committed to | 
non-traditional casting. 
That means the best actor 
for the role regardless of 
ethnicity. 

For scripts or further 
information, contact Susan 
Sanders or Jim Murphy in 
C317B or call 556-3374. 


Best of all, you can serve your country right in 
your hometown or wherever you go to school. Find 
out how much fun getting to school can be. Visit 
www1-800-GO-GUARD.com 
or call 1-800-GO-GUARD 
(800-464-8273) today. 


*Army National Guard Tuition Assistance provides for reimbursement of up to 75% of tuition for up to 15 college credits per fiscal year (1 Uctober to 30 September). 


I still don’t know what time it is or 
where I am, nor frankly do I care.” 

The events that led to this amaz- 
ing story at that time were that 
the giants had trailed the Dodgers 
by 16.5 games. 

The Giants went on a ram- 
page, won 47 oftheir last 58 games, 
and caught the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
forcing a three-game playoff se- 
ries. Back in the early ’50s, there 
were no divisions in baseball. 

The three-game playoffs set the 
stage for what was to become a 
major part of sporting history. 
The crowds packed the Polo 
Grounds to see the “Miracle Gi- 
ants” of 1951 take on the “Wonder 
Team,” The Brooklyn Dodgers. 

The Giants won 5-2 in the first 
game. The second however, saw 
the Giants take a beating at the 
hands of Don Newcombe with a 
10-0, shutout, setting the stage 
for the third and deciding game. 


to find out how you can help! 


We offer: 


Weekly Stipend 
Health Insurance 
Training 

‘$4,725 Scholarship 


It Takes a Village 


to Raise a Dragon! 


And a Castle. And a spaceship. And a treehouse, 
too! We're building the new Boxford Community 
Playground, ee we need your help. 


Please consider lending a hand. You don’t need any particular skills, 
so don’t let the fact that you can’t swing a hammer scare you away. 
We have volunteer opportunities that range from child care to crane 
operation, and everything in between. This is a tremendous community 
project-and we need your help to make it a success. Call Debbie 


Casey at 887-3256 or Linda Hardy at 887-3255 


Join us for Build Week 
September 22-26, 1999 


City C.O.RE 


Now accepting applications for the coming school year. 


Are you a college or high school graduate interested in teaching? 
Contribute to the success of Lawrence students by serving in a 
classroom, gain valuable experience and improve the community. 


At the bottom of the ninth, 
Dodger pitcher Ralph Branca had 
a comfortable lead of 4-1. With 
two outs and this fairy tale season 
ending for the Giants, Alvin Dark 
singled, followed: by a double to 
right field by Whitey Lockman, 
giving the Giants a two run defi- 
cit, leaving runners on second and 
third base. 

Thomson, playing in only his 
third season as a major leaguer, 
stepped to the plate. 

Dodger Manager Leo Durocher 
found himself in a dilemma, with 
first base open and Willie Mays on 
deck. 

They decided to pitch to 
Thomson who took a three and 
one pitch over the left field wall 
giving the Giants the pennant. 

They went on to lose the World 
Series to the New York Yankees in 
seven games. 

Contact dcous99@hotmail.com 


ow PLA "Cp 


Saghid 


Join AmeriCorps National Service 


Apply at City | C.ORE. office, Lawrence Public Library, 51 


Lawrence St, 3" Fl, Lawrence MA 01841, 


For more info call 


Bridget, Nelson, and Andres (978) 681-0548. \ 
poe at ee A een Se ee er eee eg: cere | 


@ Page 15 NECC Observer, Wednesday, Sept. 8, 199 


@ Pam Santin sits down 
to give a new perspective 
on NECC sports 


By NATHAN SCOTT 
Sports Editor 


Ts Sports and Fitness Center isn’t 
simply a large brick square at the 
edge of campus. 

Far from it. This building houses life 
stories of athletes gone and past. It is a place 
where students come together to play a 
quick game of pool, get some snacks, shoot 
hoops, work out, or hang out. 

It’s also a place where those who love 
sports go to be one with their passion—by 
actually playing one. Pam Santin, director 
of athletics, said there’s a lot more to NECC 
sports than most students realize. 

For one thing, she said all students are 
welcome to try out for the teams. 

“Students shouldn’t worry that they’re 
not good enough,” Santin said. For fall and 
winter sports, she has high expectations for 
the men’s and women’s basketball teams. 
She attributes these hopes to, “...dedicated 
recruiting and a great coaching staff.” 

When basketball starts in November, 
students can look forward to one of the first 
runs in several years for an NJCAA title. 

Santin said basketball coaches in the 
past have gone to as many as 120 high 
school games to see prospective player. 
Some of these same coaches have actually 
recorded their players’ games on video, and 
then sent these videos to prospective col- 
leges in hope of getting athletic scholar- 
ships. 

Men’s basketball will be coached by 
Darren Stratton, while Andrew Pittington 
will coach women’s basketball. 

Because of some ineligibility due to poor 
grades last year, mandatory study halls for 
academically challenged athletes has been 
instituted. 

Santin stressed that the sports depart- 
ment is, “very friendly,” and that such a 


policy is only designed to put student inter- 
ests first. 

“Coaches work with players, often mak- 
ing many calls to colleges to help in admit- 
tance, she said. ‘ 

Ifyou can’t wait for basketball, and want 
to get active in sports this fall, here are 
some options: 

Women’s volleyball, coached by Sue 
MacAvoy. 

Women’s soccer, coached by Abubakr 
Saadan. 

Cross country. This revitalized program 
is being coached by Dawn Caputo. 

Baseball. Scott Powers is the head coach, 
and comes to NECC from Keene State. Look 
for a profile of Scott, and what he plans to 
do with NECC’s baseball program in an 
upcoming issue. 

Santin said that baseball did some excel- 
lent recruiting this year. Three players were 
attained from Lynn Voc Tech, and another 
from a Virginia high school. 

NECC has the largest sports program of 
any community college in Massachusetts. 

Supporting the teams by going to games 
is not only a new way to spend a few hours 
with friends, it can also increase financial 
support to a program with exciting poten- 
tial. 


The UPS Earn & Learn Program 
Up to $23,000 in Education 
Assistance to Students! 


PACKAGE HANDLERS 


Part-Time © $10.50 - $11.75/Hour* ¢ PLUS BENEFITS! 


Did you know that UPS provides its student employees one of the most outstanding education 
assistance programs ever offered? On August 1, 1999, thirty-three designated UPS facilities 
began to offer $3,000 each year ($15,000 lifetime benefit) in education assistance to its part- 
time employees attending a college, university, or approved trade or technical school. 


UPS part-time employees can also qualify for 
years. UPS will even repay your student loan! 


File photo 
OPEN TO ALL: Vol- 
leyball is one of sev- 
eral sports programs 
run out of the Sport 
and Fitness Center. 
Drop by today to find 
out more. 


If you’re looking to make up for a sport 
you didn’t play in high school, or just 
support your favorite sport by going to a 
game, drop by the Sports and Fitness center 
for more information. Or call Santin at ext. 
3820 for individual sports schedules. 

“Tt’s our job to help students have fun,” 
Santin said, adding that watching NECC 
Knights games and using the Sports and 
Fitness Center are yours to discover. 


“Wheelchair user (male) needs personal 
care, sleepovers (2nd bedroom, security), 
driving my van. Great op - learn new skills 
and earn extra money. Phone: 978-858- 
9079. 

OOo 


GENERAL HELP; Great opportunity - Local 
company has entry level positions for car- 
pet/restoration techs. Work in small teams/ 
independently. 

Starting @ $10 p/hr with bonus and benefit 
pkg. Call 374-8695 or stop by SERVPRO, 373 
River St. Haverhill. 


$2,000 each year, up to a total of $8,000 after four 


The longer you stay, the more we repay! Stay with UPS for one year, and we will repay 50% of 
the principal borrowed, up to $1,000. After two years, 75% up to $3,000. After three years, 100% 


up to $6,000. And, finally, after four years, 100 


% up to the full $8,000. Student employees will 


paly be required to meet the monthly interest payment on the loan borrowed. The principal is 
efe 


rred. 


So call UPS today. Your education assistance benefits begin your first day at work. 


978-441-3400 


United Parcel Service 
90 Brick Kiln Rd © Chelmsford 


(Take Route 3 to exit 29 toward Billerica. 
1/4 mile on left is Brick Kiln Rd. 1/2 mile on left is 


UPS facility. See Guard on duty) 


www.upsjobs.com 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


*Rate includes incentive averaged @ 20 hours 
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The Super Sidelin: | 


@ We lost Clay, the 
AFC’s in the way, and 
the Skins give up T.A. 


t’s that time of year again. The air is 
I crisp and clear. Family and friends from 

far away gather close and near to re- 
member cherished moments, with some 
ice cold beer. No, it’s not Thanksgiving yet, 
but by November’s end, New England Patri- 
ots fans will hopefully have some things to 
be thankful for. 

If last season’s epic battles left you on 
the verge of a nervous breakdown, hold on 
tight to the couch. 

It’s rumored this is the Tuna’s last year 
in the NFL, so you can expect an all-out 
effort from him and the Jets. Doug Flutie 
has already been quoted by ESPN’s 
“NFL2Night” as saying, “Last year just laid 
the foundation for us. We’re going for the 
big game.” And indeed they are. But so are 
Jimmy Johnson and Super Bowl-starved Dan 
Marino. 

So where do the Patriots stand amidst 
this ferocious divisional melee? According 
to the prediction of Sport Illustrated’s “Dr. 
Z,” fourth in the AFC East. The Patriots beat 
out the Colts (no surprise there), but is Dr. 
Z’s vision of an eight-eight season for us 
true? 

It seems that the Patriots’ play this pre- 
season is fickle at best. Much like the shift- 
ing winds of Foxboro. With a loss to the 
Redskins, a win over the Cowboys, a pound- 
ing by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and a 
truly painful loss to George Seifert’s Pan- 
thers, Pats fans can only hope for a brighter 
regular season. 

This type of inconsistent play hasn’t just 
been on the field, though. The Patriots 
franchise led by Bob Kraft has made some 
moves that have started to raise eyebrows. 

Safety Willie “Big Play” Clay was re- 
leased by the Patriots supposedly to free up 
the salary cap. To release a respected player 
like Clay didn’t settle well with the team at 
first. Clay ended up being snagged by the 
Saints. 

On the up side, draft pick and former 
Buckeye star Andy Katzenmoyer is looking 
good in defense—aside from his injury 
against Carolina. So is Patriots third string 
quarterback, Michael Bishop. Bishop wowed 
onlookers at Foxboro with his amazing 
ability to run with the ball like a running 
back, and then with perfect poise, missile it 
in. 

As we near the end of this “Super Side- 
line” special, there’s some good and bad 
news. Here’s the good news first. The Patri- 
ots picked up Redskin’s running back Terry 
Allen, ranked fourth among current lead- 
ing rushers. He will be a mentor, inspira- 
tion, and potentially dangerous punt re- 
turner for the Pats this season. 

There’s more good news...there really 
is...but the bad is more urgent. It definitely 
worries me when players are saying how 
much they appreciate the more aggressive 
change in their coach. 

Just think about it. Carroll has little 
control. Against the Panthers, he motioned 
for a time-out and nobody called it on the 
field. I like Pete Carroll, but it’s time for the 
right call in the Pats coaching line. 

Contact Nathan Scott by email at 
nhsx@hotmail.com 
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we : 4 ie By walking, talking 
ay with area residents, 
college staffers seek to 
form a better bond with 
their Lawrence neighbors 


David Cousins photo 
TALKING ABOUT HEALTH: At a local 
health center, participants learn about 
ways to prevent AIDS and other diseases. 


David Cousins photo 


WALKING DOWN BROADWAY: Lawrence campus Dean Kathy Rodger, right, leads a tour of the inner city with Terry Kalil, 
Alan Hislop, Sandy Lambert, Sandy DiBenedetto and others. 


David Cousins photos 
OTHER TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: Edgar Rios and Hector Longo, left, look up drug abuse 
statistics showing how computers can be used to educate the public about STDs and 
other health issues. At the Merengue Market, above, Cristian Pimentel talks about the 


picho, a variety of potato.. 


David Cousins photos 
GREETINGS: Mariliso Mendez dis- 
tributes carnations to NECC staffers, 
far left. Quico “E” Primo bags platanos 
at Merengue Market on Broadway 
just a block away from NECC’s 
Lawrence campus. 


